
Jar Opener Instructions 

Arizona Silhouette Order # BHW 600 
 

 

Materials Needed: 
 Wood or other material of choice for handle, the size I started with was a 7” piece of wood 1” square. 

 
 Drill bits: 5/16” for jar opener shaft and 5.5 mm for locking pin. 

 Five minute two part epoxy. 

 No mandrel or bushings are needed for this project. 

 
Blank Preparation: 

 The final handle length is your choice but a pleasing length is about four to five inches long. 

 
 Drill a 5/16” hole perpendicular to your blank in the center of the blank. Make sure 

that you do not drill all the way through the blank! You want to drill the hole about 

2/3 the width of the blank. The shaft of the opener will fit tightly into this hole but it 

needs to be that tight! 

 
 On the adjacent side of your blank, drill a 5mm hole all the way through your 

blank right through the center of the 5/16” hole you drilled in the previous 

step.  These are for the locking pins that will capture the opener shaft. 



Turning the Blank:  
 Place the blank in a chuck, or between centers and turn the blank 

to your desired contour. You can make a simple contour as shown 

or make it as fancy as you want with beads and coves! 

 Sand the blank to 800 and then use Abralon 

sanding pads to get a really smooth finish. 

 Apply the finish of your choice, I used Odie’s 

Oil because it is food safe and it will last a long time. 

 Remove the blank from the lathe and sand off the ends or 

your blank. 

 
 
 
 
 

Assembling the Jar Opener: 
 Push the shaft into the large 5/16” hole you previously drilled. 

 Align the 5mm cross drilled hole in your blank with the hole in the jar 

opener shaft. 

 Test fit the large pin into the hole to ensure that the holes are lined up 

properly. The pin should seat all the way with nothing protruding from 

the other side. If there is some sticking out, carefully grind off the excess 

to the appropriate length. 

 Slide the smaller pin in from the other side. This should also fit flush. If it is not flush then trim some 

off as you did in the previous step. When you are satisfied that the pins fit properly, remove the pins 

without changing the orientation of the shaft. 

 Mix up a small amount of two part epoxy and place small amount of epoxy into the hole where the 

larger of the two pins will go and slide the larger pin into place. Now slide the smaller pin into place, 

the pin may want to slide out because of air trapped inside the larger pin but use a small clamp until 

the glue is secured.  Enjoy your completed Jar Opener! 

 
 
 
 

 
Copyright Arizona Silhouette© Barry Gross 2015 

www.azsil.com 

http://www.azsil.com/
http://www.azsil.com/

